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There are only a few cemeteries 
as unique as our open, pictur-
esque, landscaped memorial 
park. The feeling is majestic and 
peaceful as you traverse through 
this serene setting without the 
obstruction of raised memorials. 
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A Milestone Video Production. Made possible by funds from…

THE GRANITE SHOP 
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LCTV  Channel 1301
April 4th - April 17th

Guest: Sara Sheldon
You Don't Want to Miss This Show!
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business of the year award at the 
session.

•The YBPA reported a success-
ful return of its popular O’Riordan 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade on Main 
Street. 

“That was a big deal on March 
19,” he said. “We had a lot of people 
who attended; we had a wonderful 
parade.”

“Our little parade is picking up 
steam,” President Cheryl Butera 
said. 

The event returned in style for 
its 10th year, with hundreds of visi-
tors lining the street to celebrate 
Irish culture. YBPA announced 
Bandanna’s on Lake Road and 
Lower Niagara Moose Lodge No. 
584 in Lewiston were named as 
winners for having the best fl oat/
parade display.

•The YBPA board announced a 
$100 donation to the Nancy Price 
Scholarship Fund. The award is 
presented annually to select River 
Region high school graduates. 

•YBPA is planning for the year 
ahead, notably restarting its 2022-
23 “Welcome to Town of Porter/
Youngstown Annual Brochure.” 

“It was put on pause for last year; 
(instead) we put out an undated 
rack card (of listings),” Mark 
Butera said. “They’re good forev-
er; they’re not dated.

“We’re now planning to redo the 
annual brochure. This (will) list all 
the major events going on in our 
area, all of the businesses, as well 
as a map of Youngstown and Town 
of Porter. We’re working on this 
now; hopefully it will be done for 
the Memorial Day weekend.”

•The session also included an 
update on one of the village’s new-
est developments: a new Griffon 
Gastropub now in development 
at the site of the former Maloni’s 
Marketplace on Lockport Street. 
Co-owner and YBPA member Ken 
Scibetta, who has been working 

on this project with partner Ed-
die Webster, said construction 
continues in Youngstown. At the 
same time, they’re moving ahead 
on another project: taking over the 
former Water Street Landing in 
Lewiston.

Scibetta said he anticipates a 
late summer opening of the new 
Youngstown business. He attribut-
ed a number of ongoing construc-
tion delays linked to COVID-19 for 
slower progress.

“I’m sure everyone wants to 
know what’s going in with the 
brewery. We are well more than a 
year behind in the making of our 
brewery,” he said. “COVID hit 
everybody hard, especially the 
brewery. From equipment to con-
tractors to, right now, which has 
been holding us up is our garage 
doors. …

“There is 45 feet of garage doors; 
those were supposed to come in in 
November, then December, then 
January and March. Now it’s slat-
ed come in the middle of May. It’s 
been ongoing since November.” 

“To give you some details of 
what is going on there, the build-
ing itself is 6,000 square-feet. 
About 4,000 to 5,000 of that will 

be for brewing (operations), back-
space, storage and kitchen. It will 
be 1,000 to 1,500 feet of restaurant 
and bar space.”

He then detailed plans for 
what the owners hope to be 
Youngstown’s fi nest dining experi-
ence.

“It will be a full restaurant, open 
seven nights a week,” Scibetta said. 
“We will be open every night; full 
menu – not just a brewery menu. 
We are adding a 3,000-square-foot 
patio off to the side, on the park 
side there.”

But, again, “Everything is taking 
a lot longer than anticipated,” he 
said. “We took over Water Street 
Landing, which took our focus off 
the brewery, because Water Street 
Landing is such a time-sensitive 
project. 

“So, we have a lot of irons in the 
fi re. Believe me, the brewery is 
still a focus. We plan on doing a lot 
with that and becoming a part of 
Youngstown.” 

Scibetta said he and Webster 
“want to help the other businesses 
and work with the other business-
es; I think it will be fun. It’s going 
to be our fl agship brewery; I mean 
it’s our baby. So, we will around 
between Water Street Landing and 

Youngstown a lot.”
With construction work under-

way, “You wouldn’t even recognize 
Maloni’s anymore,” Scibetta said. 
“We took that over right before 
COVID and, over the winter, ev-
ery single pipe froze in there and 
burst, fl ooding the entire property. 
We had to replace a lot of walls, 
ceiling, plumbing. All plumbing is 
brand-spanking-new; every aspect 
of that place will be pretty much 
brand-new. We’re waiting for the 
nicer weather to take down that fa-
cade, which is infested with squir-
rels and bees. 

“I don’t know what we’re do-
ing on the front (of the building) 
yet. It keeps changing a lot. But 
we’re still in focus. I’ve heard so 
many different rumors. I mean, it’s 
Youngstown.”

He closed by telling attendees to 
look for a late summer opening.

“It’s not a storage facility,” he 
said. “We are actually going to 
open; I’ve heard some of the crazi-
est rumors. So, we are trying; we 
will be open. Right now, I’m hoping 
(for) end of summer. It depends on 
a million different things. 

“Our brewery equipment, which 
is a little over a half-million dollars, 
is due to come in in any week now. 

And the problem with that is, if 
our garage doors aren’t in, we still 
have to cut the holes in the side of 
the building.

“It’s all taking forever. We have 
to apologize. We try to move pretty 
quick; there’s a lot going on.”

•Mark Butera provided some 
more updates on YBPA projects, 
including work with the county’s 
William G. Mayne/Niagara Falls 
Bridge Commission/Niagara 
County Economic Development en-
hancement grant program. YBPA 
is using this funding to enhance the 
physical beauty of the village. 

“The grant projects this year that 
we applied (include) funding for 
the 12-panel full-color brochure; 
this year we’re (also) asking to 
have a new, reusable, 16-by-4-foot 
Town of Porter Summerfest ban-
ner. And the third item for the 
grant is more snowfl akes,” Butera 
said.

YBPA ordered 25 new holiday 
decorations, but they arrived late 
and were not used this past Christ-
mas season. For next season, 
YBPA will order 25 more, “so that 
every lamppost in Falkner Park, 
as well as Main Street and poles 
down to the community center, will 
be lighted.”

Butera said the new, 3-foot LED 
lights will stand out more: “We 
wanted to bring out something 
that would bring a little bit of light 
to Youngstown.”

“Those are the three projects 
we’re applying for with the grant 
money. We’ll know by May.”

•Still more YBPA news involved 
planning for the 12th annual Be-
ginning of Summer Street Dance 
and Car Cruise, scheduled for 
Thursday evening, June 23.

Butera said many crowd favor-
ites will again be on Main Street 
this year, including the classic 
car show, entertainment by the 
Thurman Brothers, the popular 
“Kid’s Corner,” pony rides by the 
Lakeside Quarterhorses, and the 
Clown Alley characters. 

•Still other events on the YBPA 
calendar include the annual Fri-
day night free concert series at 
Falkner Park; the Town of Porter 
Summerfest in mid-July at Porter 
on the Lake; the Village Commu-
nity Picnic in August; the annual 
Labor Day Parade and Christmas 
in the Village, come December.

“We have an exciting year ahead 
for us,” Butera told YBPA mem-
bers, as he welcomed their partici-
pation.

Griffon owners plan full bar-restaurant operation at former Marketplace

Local offi cials and YBPA members show off the new LED snowfl ake holiday decorations planned for light poles at 
Falkner Park and the village business district. (Photo by Kevin and Dawn Cobello, K&D Action photo and Aerial 
Imaging).
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HAL meets ‘Organ Grinder’
The Historical Association of 

Lewiston’s next program is titled 
“Mechanical Organs – An Eve-
ning with the Organ Grinder.” 
Dan Wilke will present this event 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 28, at the 
Lutheran Church of the Messiah 

Fellowship Hall, 915 Oneida St. 
Wilke, from Buffalo, will pres-

ent this “fun and very musical 
program.” He developed a fas-
cination with self-playing auto-
matic musical instruments at age 
3, when he was mesmerized by 

the sounds of a Wurlitzer band 
organ on a merry-go-round at Ol-
cott Beach. The interest became 
more serious six years later, 
when he acquired the fi rst item 
in his collection, a Victorian-era 
pump organ. Following that was 
his fi rst Victrola at age 10, and a 
player piano at age 12. In his early 
20s, Wilke acquired his fi rst Ger-
man-built street organ, and has 
had the honor of being “Buffalo’s 
Only Organ Grinder” for 35 years. 

For this presentation, Wilke 
will feature six instruments from 
his personal collection, includ-
ing two German street organs, 
125-year-old organettes and even 
a Spanish barrel piano!

This community event is free 
and open to all. Refreshments will 
be served. Hand sanitizer will be 
available.
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